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The Musical Fund Society of Philadelphia 
Investing in the musical life and legacy of Philadelphia 

P.O. Box 22464 � Philadelphia, PA 19110-2464 � www.musicalfundsociety.org 
 

 
May 1, 2022 

 
It has been a great privilege to serve as both President of the Musical Fund Society and Chair of 

the Bicentennial Committee for these past few years.  It has also been my great pleasure to work 
alongside the stellar MFS Board of Directors, officers, membership, and committee members, all of 
whom have given so generously and cheerfully of their prodigious talents and perspectives. 
The Bicentennial Committee began planning celebratory events in 2016.  We envisioned a gala concert 
featuring newly-commissioned chamber works by outstanding American composers, as well as related 
activities and exhibitions.  In preparation for the concert, a special panel invited nationally-recognized 
leaders in the field of new music to nominate a total of 100 important American composers whose work 
represented a wide diversity of styles and philosophies.  These composers were, in turn, invited to submit 
work samples for a competition funded in part by the Edwin McCollin Fund; a total of 45 applications 
ZHUH�UHFHLYHG���7KH�IRXU�ZLQQLQJ�FRPSRVHUV�ZHUH�FKRVHQ�WKURXJK�D�OHQJWK\�DQG�WKRURXJK�³EOLQG´�MXGJLQJ�
process ± WKDW�LV��FRPSRVHUV¶�QDPHV�GLG�QRW�DSSHDU�RQ�WKH�VFRUHV�RU�DXGLR�VDPSOHV�XQWLO�WKH�MXGJLQJ�ZDV�
completed.  The panel was absolutely delighted with the winners: Stephen Jaffe, Augusta Read Thomas, 
Tania Leon and Roberto Sierra ± composers at the top of their fields, whose works are being performed 
today by premier Philadelphia music ensembles. 

The Bicentennial celebration also included fascinating city-wide exhibits of MFS historical 
memorabilia, displayed at two important Philadelphia institutions: the Edwin A. Fleisher Collection of the 
Free Library of Philadelphia, and the Kislak Center for Special Collections, part of the University of 
Pennsylvania Library.  

Finally, the Bicentennial presents a huge opportunity for reflection and renewal. Founded in 
1820, primarily by white men of a certain social class, the Musical Fund Society has slowly changed to 
reflect the times and the community it serves.  But WRGD\¶V times call for a more transformational change, 
as the Society is being called to embrace a far richer multiplicity of artistic visions, partnerships and 
perspectives. 

I am very happy to relate that, over the past year, a robust Strategic Planning Committee has been 
working to create a new and visionary document that will help strengthen its core values and guide the 
6RFLHW\¶V�ZRUN�WRZDUGV�D�PRUH�YLEUDQW�DQG�LQFOXVLYH�PXVLFDO�3KLODGHOSKLD���2YHU�WKH�QH[W��-5 years, MFS 
will: bolster and broaden its membership, invest in Diversity, Equity, Access and Inclusion work in all 
aspects of the organization, and continue to champion exceptional arts and arts organizations in the 
region. 

These exciting Bicentennial events and activities celebrate the vital work of the Society in 
elevating the musical and cultural life of our city over the past 200 years.  We are confident that, over the 
next 200 years, the Musical Fund Society will continue to play an indispensable role in advancing artists 
and arts organizations while ZRUNLQJ�WR�FRQQHFW��HGXFDWH�DQG�DFWLYDWH�RXU�UHJLRQ¶V�GLYHUVH�PXVLFDO�
community.   
 

 
 Linda Reichert, MFS President 

http://www.musicalfundsociety.org/


 6 

Musical Fund Society of Philadelphia 

Bicentennial (+2) Celebration Concert 

Sunday, May 1, 2022 at 3:00 p.m. 
Perelman Theater at the Kimmel Cultural Center 

This program includes works commissioned through the MFS Edward G. McCollin Fund 

 
PROGRAM 

 
 

Magic Gardens – Augusta Read Thomas 
I. Scherzo 

II. Celebration 

***World premiere*** 

Rolston String Quartet 

Luri Lee, violin 
Jason Issokson, violin 
Hezekiah Leung, viola 

Peter Eom, cello

◗╼╾✺╼╾◖ 

To and Fro – Tania León 
Mood 1; Mood 2; Mood 3; Mood 4 

Ensemble 20/21 

Lucy Baker, soprano 
 Miloš Repický, piano 

◗╼╾✺╼╾◖ 

Graffiti II – Roberto Sierra 
1. Vivo 

2. Fluido 
3. Expresivo 
4. Preciso 
5. Inquieto 

6. Lento 
7. Salseado 

8. Triste 
9. Fugaz 

10. Doloroso 

11. Rápido 
12. Abrupto 

13. Vertiginoso 
14. Furioso

 

***World premiere*** 

PRISM Quartet

Timothy McAllister, soprano saxophone 
Zachary Shemon, alto saxophone 
Matthew Levy, tenor saxophone 

Taimur Sullivan, baritone saxophone 
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INTERMISSION 

 
 

Axon, for violin and interactive electronics – Tania León 
Maya Anjali Buchanan, violin 

◗╼╾✺╼╾◖ 

Three Arcs (Chamber Concerto No. 5) – Stephen Jaffe 
I. Across the Vale 

Arc across the vale (viola) – Processional (ensemble) – Glass harmonica – Concertante for 
flute and guitar – Concertante for marimba – Cameo – Arc with plucked strings and harp 

II. Still Life With Bell 
III. At Liberty (March Fantasy) 

***World premiere*** 

Network for New Music

Jan Krzywicki, conductor 
Olivia Staton, flute/piccolo  

Hirono Oka, violin 
Burchard Tang, viola 

Mary Javian, bass  
Mika Godbole, percussion 

Jordan Dodson, guitar 
Helen Gerhold, harp 

Pennsylvania Girlchoir and Garden State Girlchoir Chamber Choir 

Ya-Jhu Yang, Conductor 
Elizabeth Cassidy-Parker, Artistic Director  

Joohee Kim, Collaborative, Pianist 

Akua Abanyie 
Grace Barlow 
Mahala Bartch 
Celia Bluestine 
Bella Bovasso 

Audim Brokenbough 
Clara Carl 

Elizabeth Clancy 
Angelina DeMonte 

Katie Eckert 

Dayla Fitts 
Caroline Goodwin 

Reese Hillman 
Suha Koliwad 
Julia Laessig 
Alice Mather 

Stephanie Moorhatch 
Ella Moos 

Katie Parris 
Sydney Parson 

Arabella Pirrone 
Sarah Shoff 

Layla Singleton 
Thea Stamoulis 

Erin Stone 
Sofia Tarnopolsky 
Lily Wasserman 
Sarah Wusinich 
Sarah Zweitzig
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PROGRAM NOTES 

 
Magic Gardens – Inspired by Isaiah Zagar, award-winning mosaic mural artist of MAGIC 

GARDENS in Philadelphia, my thanks are given with this composition for Zagar’s montage of 
humankind’s mutual celebration of life, creativity, human experiences of justice, love, joy, 
emotional health, knowledge, and beauty; and for insights into the nature of expression and 
of being. Music's eternal quality is its capacity for change, transformation and renewal. I am 
honored and thrilled to have received a Musical Fund Society McCollin Commission and send 
my gratitude to the Fund and to the Rolston String Quartet for their commitments to music’s 
renewals. Movement #1 is in celebration of Naava and Sanford Grossman. Movement #2 is in 
celebration of Jeanne Guillemin. (-A.R.T) 

 
Graffiti II - During the last decades, street art, commonly known as graffiti, has 

inspired many artists, Basquiat and Banksy being perhaps the best known today. What 
interests me from these two artists, or the many anonymous works displayed on city walls, 
overpasses, and abandoned buildings, is the sheer force of expression. The freedom and the 
beauty created by the use of simple lines, vibrant colors and geometric shapes create fleeting 
images, like the ones in this set of miniatures for saxophone quartet. 

Graffiti II is a sequel to Graffiti I (commissioned for the SIGMA ensemble by the Ernst 
von Siemens Foundation) and was commissioned by the McCollin Fund and the Musical Fund 
Society of Philadelphia in celebration of the organization’s Bicentennial. (-R.S.) 

Axon for violin solo and interactive computer is a work in which pulses and impulses 
travel and refract away from each other thus creating a sound world of new spectral motivic 
sound images. This piece was commissioned and premiered at the ISCM World Music Days 2002 
in Hong Kong by Mari Kimura who created the original MAX/SMP samples based on sound 
samples of two of the composer's earlier works. Special thanks to Noah Creshevsky for his 
assistance in compiling the original sound files used in the work. 

Three Arcs is the second work I have created for Philadelphia’s Network for New 
Music. It is also my second chamber concerto written for the group, following Light Dances 
(Chamber Concerto No. 2) of 2009. In the present work I deliberately wished to compose for a 
different instrumentation than the “Pierrot plus percussion” ensemble for which Light Dances 
was imagined, and with the permission of the ensemble, composed for the more muted colors 
of an ensemble featuring flute, harp and guitar, percussion and a string trio composed of 
violin, viola and contrabass. 

Each of the three movements links in some way to the region of Philadelphia; each 
describes an arc, musically speaking, and each includes some relatively simple polyphonic 
music (think round) for which a chorus may be added. Across the Vale takes its name, and its 
sonic ambience from the viola’s opening solo, colored and echoed by the ensemble. Six 
differentiated variants trace the movement’s arc. Two bells are referenced subsequently: 
Still Life With Bell refers to the ceramic Bell by Toshiko Takaezu (1986) hanging above the 
Schuylkill River outside of the Philadelphia Museum of Art. I interpret the bell’s sound, and 
the majesty of its placement as an invitation to serenity, meditation, or worship, even (and 
especially) in the midst of grim loss, cruelty and despair. At Liberty (March fantasy) does not 
evoke Philadelphia’s most famous bell, but instead Whispering Bells (1976) Reginald 
Beauchamp’s sculpture outside the African American Museum at 7th and Arch. In the manner 
of “arc intersecting arc” musical strains intertwine in At Liberty, some parodying patriotic 
marches (the ascending half-steps in Sousa’s Liberty Bell March, for one--which mirrored--
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when that patriotic melody is heard upside down--can be understood as a lament!). Adding to 
the fantasy are an autohorn, and a magical, slow, ländler, such as a Philadelphian walking on 
cobblestones might have heard. At the conclusion, notes and bells ring in various iterations of 
thirteen, as if to remind us of the Whispering Bells. My inspiration was particularly in the 
sculpture’s poetic dedication to Crispus Atticus, the first soldier felled in the Revolutionary 
War, whose significance is properly included in any arc recounting our history’s curve towards 
justice (to paraphrase Dr. M.L. King). For the goal of an artistic work is not to bring up nice 
pieces of history, but for us to become fluent with our lives, now. The thirteen bells of Mr. 
Beauchamp’s sculpture represent thirteen colonies, and their ringing projects forward into 
the future…make of it what we will. (-S J.) 
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THE COMPOSERS 

 
 

Augusta Read Thomas 

“The reason I compose music is to express gratitude. The music will flow like the arc of the rivers that 
define this great city. From planting seeds through to harvesting the fruit of mind and labor embodied 
in the freedom and the spirit of Philadelphia, thanks is given for our mutual celebration of the human 
experiences of justice, love and joy, health and knowledge, beauty and insight into the nature of 
being.” 

A composer featured on a Grammy winning CD by 
Chanticleer and Pulitzer Prize finalist, Thomas’ impressive body of 
works “embodies unbridled passion and fierce poetry” (American 
Academy of Arts and Letters). The New Yorker magazine called her 
"a true virtuoso composer." Championed by such luminaries as 
Barenboim, Rostropovich, Boulez, Eschenbach, Salonen, Maazel, 
Ozawa, and Knussen, she rose early to the top of her profession. 
The American Academy of Arts and Letters described Thomas as 
“one of the most recognizable and widely loved figures in American 
Music." 

She is a University Professor of Composition in Music and 
the College at The University of Chicago. Thomas was the longest-
serving Mead Composer-in-Residence with the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra for conductors Daniel Barenboim and Pierre Boulez 
(1997-2006). This residency culminated in the premiere of Astral 
Canticle, one of two finalists for the 2007 Pulitzer Prize in Music. 
During her residency, Thomas not only premiered nine commissioned orchestral works, but was also 
central in establishing the thriving MusicNOW series, through which she commissioned and programmed 
the work of many living composers. For the 2017-2018 concert season, Thomas was the Composer-in-
Residence with the Eugene Symphony Orchestra, while Francesco Lecce-Chong served as Music Director 
and Scott Freck as Executive Director. Thomas was MUSICALIVE Composer-in-Residence with the New 
Haven Symphony, a national residency program of The League of American Orchestras and Meet the 
Composer. 

Thomas won the Ernst von Siemens Music Prize, among many other coveted awards. She is a 
member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and a member of the American Academy of 
Arts and Letters. Thomas was named the 2016 Chicagoan of the Year. 

In 2016, Augusta Read Thomas founded the University of Chicago’s Center for Contemporary 
Composition, which is a dynamic, collaborative, and interdisciplinary environment for the creation, 
performance and study of new music and for the advancement of the careers of emerging and 
established composers, performers, and scholars. Distinguished by its formation within an 
uncompromising, relentlessly searching, and ceaselessly innovative scholarly environment, which 
celebrates excellence and presents new possibilities for intellectual dialogue, the Center comprises ten 
integrated entities: annual concert series featuring the Grossman Ensemble, CHIME, visiting ensembles, 
distinguished guest composers, performances, recordings, research, student-led projects, workshops 
and postdoctoral fellowships. 

Not only is Thomas one of the most active composers in the world, but she is a long-standing, 
exemplary citizen with an extensive history of being deeply committed to her community. She is the 
former Chairperson for the American Music Center; Vice President for Music, The American Academy of 
Arts and Letters; and Member of the Conseil Musical de la Foundation Prince Pierre de Monaco. 
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In February 2015, music critic Edward Reichel wrote, "Augusta Read Thomas has secured for 
herself a permanent place in the pantheon of American composers of the 20th and 21st centuries. She 
is without question one of the best and most important composers that this country has today. Her 
music has substance and depth and a sense of purpose. She has a lot to say and she knows how to say it 
— and say it in a way that is intelligent yet appealing and sophisticated." 

Recent and upcoming commissions include those from the Santa Fe Opera in collaboration with 
the San Francisco Opera and other opera companies, PEAK Performances at Montclair State University 
and the Martha Graham Dance Company, The Cathedral Choral Society of Washington D.C., The 
Indianapolis Symphony, Tanglewood, The Kaleidoscope Chamber Orchestra, Des Moines Symphony, 
Boston Symphony, the Utah Symphony, Wigmore Hall in London, JACK quartet, Third Coast Percussion, 
Spektral Quartet, Chicago Philharmonic, Eugene Symphony, the Danish Chamber Players, Notre Dame 
University, Janet Sung, Lorelei Vocal Ensemble, and the Fromm Foundation. 

Thomas has the distinction of having her work performed more frequently in 2013-2014 than 
any other living ASCAP composer, according to statistics from the performing rights organization (New 
York Times). Her discography includes 88 commercially recorded CDs. 

 

 

Tania León 

“Nowadays, society is more mindful of the contributions composers and musicians have made to the 
history of humanity.” 

Tania León is highly regarded as a composer, 
conductor, educator and advisor to arts organizations. Her 
orchestral work Stride, commissioned by the New York 
Philharmonic, was awarded the 2021 Pulitzer Prize in Music. 

Recent commissions include works for Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, NDR Symphony Orchestra, Grossman Ensemble, 
International Contemporary Ensemble, and pianist Ursula 
Oppens with Cassatt String Quartet. Appearances as guest 
conductor include Orchestre Philharmonique de Marseille, 
Gewandhausorchester, Orquesta Sinfonica de Guanajuato, 
and Orquesta Sinfónica de Cuba.		

Upcoming premieres feature commissions for the 
NewMusic USA Amplifying Voices Program, The Musical Fund 
Society in Philadelphia, and The Crossing chamber choir with 
Claire Chase, flutist, among others. 

A founding member of the Dance Theatre of Harlem, León instituted the Brooklyn Philharmonic 
Community Concert Series, co-founded the American Composers Orchestra’s Sonidos de las Américas 
Festivals, was New Music Advisor to the New York Philharmonic, and is the founder/Artistic Director of 
Composers Now, a presenting, commissioning and advocacy organization for living composers.		

León has received Honorary Doctorate Degrees from Colgate University, Oberlin and SUNY 
Purchase College, and served as U.S. Artistic Ambassador of American Culture in Madrid, Spain. A CUNY 
Professor Emerita, she was awarded a 2018 United States Artists Fellowship and Chamber Music 
America’s 2022 National Service Award. 

In the Field, Tania Leon's commissioned work for the MFS Bicentennial, will premiere during 
the Curtis Institute's 2022-23 Season, date TBA. 
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Roberto Sierra 

“I am very interested in expressing who I am, where I come from. I think my work reflects my cultural 
heritage, my ‘genetics’ as a composer. I'm not chasing those fashions that very soon become as old as 
yesterday’s newspaper. Perhaps this translates into something that reflects integrity and a personal 
approach to musical expression.” 

For more than three decades the works of Grammy 
nominated and Latin Grammy winner Roberto Sierra have been part 
of the repertoire of many of the leading orchestras, ensembles and 
festivals in the USA and Europe. At the inaugural concert of the 2002 
world renowned Proms in London, his Fandangos was performed by 
the BBC Symphony Orchestra in a concert that was broadcast by both 
the BBC Radio and Television throughout the UK and Europe. Many of 
the major American and European orchestras and international 
ensembles have commissioned and performed his works. Among those 
ensembles are the orchestras of Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Atlanta, 
New Mexico, Houston, Minnesota, Dallas, Detroit, San Antonio and 
Phoenix, as well as the American Composers Orchestra, the New York 
Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic, National Symphony 
Orchestra, Royal Scottish National Orchestra, the Tonhalle Orchestra 

of Zurich, the Spanish orchestras of Madrid, Galicia, Castilla y León, Barcelona, Continuum, St. 
Lawrence String Quartet, Opus One, and others. 

Commissioned works include: Concerto for Orchestra for the centennial celebrations of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra commissioned by the Koussevitzky Music Foundation and the Philadelphia 
Orchestra; Concerto for Saxophones and Orchestra commissioned by the Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
for James Carter; Fandangos and Missa Latina commissioned by the National Symphony Orchestra of 
Washington DC; Sinfonía No. 3 "La Salsa", commissioned by the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra; Danzas 
Concertantes for guitar and orchestra commissioned by the Orquesta de Castilla y León; Double 
Concerto for violin and viola co-commissioned by the Pittsburgh and Philadelphia Orchestras; Bongo+ 
commissioned by the Juilliard School in celebration of the 100th anniversary; Songs from the Diaspora 
commissioned by Music Accord for Heidi Grant Murphy, Kevin Murphy and the St. Lawrence String 
Quartet; and Concierto de Cámara co-commissioned by the the Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival, 
Chamber Music Northwest and Stanford Lively Arts. 

In 2021 Roberto Sierra was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters and in 2017 he 
was awarded the Tomás Luis de Victoria Prize, the highest honor given in Spain to a composer of 
Spanish or Latin American origin. In 2010 he was elected to the prestigious American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences. In 2003 he was awarded the Academy Award in Music by the American Academy of Arts 
and Letters. The award states: "Roberto Sierra writes brilliant music, mixing fresh and personal melodic 
lines with sparkling harmonies and striking rhythms. . ." His Sinfonía No. 1, a work commissioned by the 
St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, won the 2004 Kenneth Davenport Competition for Orchestral Works. In 
2007 the Serge and Olga Koussevitzky International Recording Award (KIRA) was awarded to Albany 
Records for the recording of his composition Sinfonía No. 3 “La Salsa”. Roberto Sierra has served as 
Composer-In-Residence with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, The Philadelphia Orchestra, The 
Puerto Rico Symphony Orchestra and New Mexico Symphony. 

Roberto Sierra's Music may be heard on CD's by Naxos, EMI, IBS Classics, UMG’s EMARCY, New 
World Records, Albany Records, Koch, New Albion, Koss Classics, BMG, Fleur de Son and other labels. In 
2011 UMG’s EMARCY label released Caribbean Rhapsody featuring the Concierto for Saxophones and 
Orchestra commissioned and premiered by the DSO with James Carter. In 2004 EMI Classics released his 
two guitar concertos Folias and Concierto Barroco with Manuel Barrueco as soloist (released on Koch in 
the USA in 2005). Sierra has been nominated twice for a Grammy under best contemporary composition 
category, first in 2009 Missa Latina (Naxos), and in 2014 for his Sinfonia No. 4 (Naxos). In addition, his 
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Variations on a Souvenir (Albany) and Trio No. 4 (Centaur) were nominated for Latin Grammys in 2009 
and 2015. In 2021 his Sonata para guitarra won the Latin Grammy for best classical contemporary 
composition. 

Roberto Sierra was born in 1953 in Vega Baja, Puerto Rico, and studied composition both in 
Puerto Rico and Europe, where one his teachers was György Ligeti at the Hochschule für Musik in 
Hamburg, Germany. The works of Roberto Sierra are published principally by Subito Music Publishing 
(ASCAP). 
 

Stephen Jaffe 

“As I soak up ideas and ambience, let them ferment, and aim to produce something previously 
unheard, new, beautiful and curious, I celebrate the city and the region for the plentifulness that 
contains the seeds of effervescence.”  

Stephen Jaffe’s music has been featured at major concerts and 
festivals including the Nottingham, Tanglewood, and Oregon Bach 
Festivals, and performed throughout the U.S., Europe, and China by 
ensembles including the R.A.I. of Rome, Slovenska Filharmonija 
(Slovenian Philharmonic), the National Symphony, the San Francisco, 
North Carolina and New Jersey Symphonies, Berlin’s Spectrum Concerts, 
London’s Lontano, and many others.  Bridge Records has issued four discs 
of his music, including Light Dances (Chamber Concerto No. 2), written 
for and premiered by Network for New Music.  The new volume from 
Bridge devoted to Jaffe’s chamber music, also includes performances by 
David Hardy and Lambert Orkis (Sonata in four parts), the Borromeo 
Quartet (String Quartet No. 2 “Aeolian and Sylvan Figures”) and the Da 
Capo Chamber Players (Light Dances - Chamber Concerto No. 2). (The 
Music of Stephen Jaffe, Vol. IV BCD 9653, February 2022). 

Among Jaffe’s recent works are a Trio for clarinet, viola and piano, written for the 21st 
Century Consort, premiered in February, 2022, and Mother Tongues (four songs of Tsitsi Jaji for 
soprano and piano) written for Louise Toppin’s New Generation project, featuring Black poets. Other 
recent major works include A Forest Unfolding, a collaborative cantata composed with Eric Moe, 
Melinda Wagner and David Kirkland Garner, writers Richard Powers and Anne LaBastille, and others, 
and premiered at the Portland Chamber Music Festival and New Hampshire’s Electric Earth Concerts in 
2018. A Forest Unfolding is inspired by recent scientific work into the rich communication and 
subterranean connectivity between trees -- evoked also in Richard Powers’ related novel The 
Overstory; Migrations (Chamber Concerto No. 4) for walking violinist and mobile ensemble; and the HIP 
Concerto (Chamber Concerto No.3) for period or modern instruments after the example of Bach’s 
Brandenburg Concerto No. 2.  A Symphony of Spiral and Light (Parades) for orchestral winds, brass and 
percussion, commissioned by ten US wind ensembles, was premiered at the University of Maryland in 
2019.  Three Arcs (Chamber Concerto No. 5) commissioned for the 200th Anniversary of the Musical 
Fund Society of Philadelphia, is receiving its pandemic-delayed premiere this afternoon, by Network for 
New Music and the Pennsylvania Girlchoir. 

Jaffe has been the recipient of numerous awards for his composition, including the Rome Prize, 
Kennedy Center Friedheim Award, Brandeis Creative Arts Citation, and fellowships from Tanglewood, 
the National Endowment for the Arts, and the Guggenheim Foundation. Bridge’s recording of the 
Concerto for Violin and Orchestra received the Koussevitsky International Recording Award; in May, 
2012, Jaffe was elected to membership in the American Academy of Arts and Letters.  He is Mary 
D.B.T. and James H. Semans Professor of Music at Duke University, where he has taught since 1981. 
Together with colleagues, Jaffe directs Duke’s contemporary music concert series Encounters: with the 
Music of Our Time, and works with an inventive and gifted group of young composers. 
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New Commissions from Augusta Read Thomas, Roberto Sierra, Stephen 
Jaffe, and Tania León for the Musical Fund Society Bicentennial (+2) 
were supported, in part, by New Music USA 

 

 

Supporting the Sounds of Tomorrow 
https://newmusicusa.org/  
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THE PERFORMERS 

 
 

The Rolston String Quartet – Luri Lee (violin), Jason Issokson 
(violin), Hezekiah Leung (viola), and Peter Eom (cello) – was formed in 
2013 during a summer chamber music residency at Banff Centre for Arts 
and Creativity in Banff, Alberta. It takes its name from Canadian 
violinist Thomas Rolston, founder and longtime director of the Banff 
Centre’s Music and Sound Programs. First-prize winner of the 2016 Banff 
International String Quartet Competition, and the 2018 recipient and 
first international ensemble chosen for Chamber Music America's 
prestigious Cleveland Quartet Award, the quartet continues to receive 
acclamation and recognition for musical excellence. 

 

 
Ensemble 20/21, a multi-instrumental ensemble of Curtis students, faculty, 
and alumni, performs a wide range of music from the 20th and 21st centuries, 
including works by Curtis students and alumni. Flexible in size and scope, 
Ensemble 20/21 explores social issues through works from the 20th and 21st 
centuries in much of its programming. 
The ensemble has appeared at major U.S. venues such as the Kennedy Center, 
Carnegie Hall, and the Miller Theatre, as well as international venues, including 
the Intimacy of Creativity festival in Hong Kong. The ensemble has presented 
concert portraits of iconic composers in residence Unsuk Chin, John Corigliano, 
George Crumb, Krzysztof Penderecki, Augusta Read Thomas, and Chen Yi, 
among many others. With a rich legacy of bold collaborations and striking 
productions, Ensemble 20/21 embraces the cutting edge of musical exploration 
through the highest level of artistry. 
 

 
 
PRISM Quartet - Intriguing programs of great beauty and breadth have distinguished the PRISM 
Quartet as one of America’s foremost chamber ensembles. “A bold ensemble that set the standard for 
contemporary-classical saxophone quartets” (The New York Times), PRISM has been presented by 
Carnegie Hall, the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, and throughout Latin America, China, and 

Russia under the auspices of USIA and 
USArtists International. PRISM has also 
appeared as soloists with the Detroit 
Symphony and Cleveland Orchestra, and 
conducted residencies at the nation’s 
leading conservatories, including the Curtis 
Institute and the Oberlin Conservatory. 
Two-time recipients of the Chamber Music 
America/ASCAP Award for Adventurous 
Programming, PRISM has commissioned 
nearly 300 works by eminent composers, 
including Pulitzer Prize-winners Julia 
Wolfe, William Bolcom, Jennifer Higdon, 
Zhou Long, and Bernard Rands; MacArthur 
“Genius” Award recipients Tyshawn Sorey, 
Bright Sheng, and Miguel Zenón; and US 
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Artists Fellow Susie Ibarra. PRISM’s discography is extensive, with releases on Albany, BMOP/Sound, 
ECM, innova, Koch, Naxos, New Dynamic, New Focus, Orange Mountain Music, and its own label, XAS 
Records. The Fifth Century, PRISM’s ECM recording with The Crossing, was awarded a 2018 Grammy for 
Best Choral Performance. In 2016, PRISM was named by its alma mater, the University of Michigan, as 
the first recipient of the Christopher Kendall Award in recognition of its work in “collaboration, 
entrepreneurship, and community engagement.” The PRISM Quartet performs exclusively on Selmer 
saxophones. 
 
 
 

 
Network for New Music, which The Philadelphia Inquirer has called the city's "premier new music 
organization" presents passionate, meticulously rehearsed performances of music by emerging and 
established composers from the United States and abroad. The Network Ensemble is a flexible, 20-
member group whose players also perform with the Philadelphia Orchestra, Opera Philadelphia, the 
Pennsylvania Ballet, and the Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia. Since its inception in 1984, the 
Ensemble has presented more than 650 works and recorded four CDs for the Albany and Innova labels. 
Also committed to education, the Network Ensemble has worked with students from the Curtis Institute 
of Music, the University of Pennsylvania, Temple University, Swarthmore College, The University of 
Delaware, and West Chester University; the Ensemble has held an ongoing residency at Haverford 
College since 2007.  
 
 
 

Garden State Girlchoir (GSG) is now in its fourth 
season, and will maintain a repertoire steeped in the 
classical tradition and enhanced by music from many 
cultures and time periods. GSG has been lauded as “a happy 
addition to the musical resources of the region.”  
Members of GSG had an array of transformative music 
making opportunities its first season, including an 
ecumenical concert honoring children of all faiths, a 
Thanksgiving service, Holiday Concerts with the Pennsylvania 
Girlchoir, a Yom HaShoah Service commemorating the 

Holocaust, and a NEA-sponsored performance of The Children’s March chronicling a shining moment of 
the Civil Rights movement led by children. The first season culminated with a spectacular, not-to-be-
missed performance on stage with the award-winning Broadway composer Stephen Schwartz (Godspell, 
Pippin, Prince of Egypt, and Wicked) at the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts on Saturday, June 
17, 2017. Members of the Garden State Girlchoir joined to Sweden, Australia, Colorado and New 
Orleans with the Pennsylvania Girlchoir. The Singers also have the opportunity to audition for an Off-
Broadway Musical directed by Broadway Veterans.  

The Garden State Girlchoir is part of the Commonwealth Youth choirs (CY) family, which has a 
mission to transform the lives of young people through the power of making music together – one song 
a time. Along with Keystone State Boychoir, Pennsylvania Girlchoir, Find Your Instrument!, Good 
Mornin’ Music!, and the New Jersey Boychoir, the Garden State Girlchoir is part of the largest youth 
choral organization in the tri-state area, serving more than 700 children.  
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The vision of Pennsylvania Girlchoir (PG) is to empower girls and young 
women to realize and affirm their authentic selves through the power of making 
music together. Established in 2004, PG singers perform repertoire reflecting 
diverse musical traditions and cultures. Mendelssohn Club of Philadelphia music 
director Alan Harler declared the Pennsylvania Girlchoir, “the finest girlchoir 
I’ve ever worked with.” Music critic Michael Caruso in a review stated, “They 
sang with impressive delicacy of tone, smoothness of balance and blend, and 
security of projection.”  

Past seasons’ notable collaborations have included prominent arts and 
culture organizations, such as the Philadelphia Orchestra, Mendelssohn Club, 

Opera Philadelphia, the Curtis Institute of Music, the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts, Lyric 
Fest, WHYY, the University of Pennsylvania and Network for New Music. In July 2016, PG hosted the 
Girlchoir National Convention, bringing together two young women delegates from each of the 50 
states, and in 2020 performed virtually with Choir Across America for the Democratic National 
Convention. 

Pennsylvania Girlchoir sings an expansive repertoire from classical to contemporary. PG has 
participated in performances of major works including Tod Machover’s Philadelphia Voices with The 
Philadelphia Orchestra, Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Britten’s Ceremony of 
Carols, Rejoice in the Lamb, and St. Nicolas Cantata, John Rutter’s Mass of the Children and Joseph 
Fitzmartin’s Concert Mass. PG also prides itself in outstanding performances of the American traditions 
of gospel, spirituals, jazz and Broadway, as well as folk, traditional, and contemporary world music. In 
recent seasons, PG joined hundreds of singers in performing Andrew Bleckner’s choral oratorio The 
Children’s March and hosted An Evening with Stephen Schwartz with the composer at the piano. Other 
performance highlights include singing for Malala Yousef, the youngest person in history to be awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize, and hosting the GETMusic Festival with guest conductor Lynnel Joy Jenkins. 
Pennsylvania Girlchoir offers intergenerational singing opportunities and international experiences with 
other youth around the world. 
 
 

  

BEYOND THE BINARY
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Artistic Director & Conductor Dominick DiOrio
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1. Jenny Lind. Image from the Sheet Music Collection 
courtesy of Special Collections at the Free Library of 
Philadelphia. 

MFS Stars of the 19th Century Lyrical Limelight 
 

By Peter Burwasser 
 

She was greeted by a frenetic crowd of twenty-five thousand upon her arrival in New 
York City in 1850, as she embarked on her grand tour of America. Who was this idolized 
superstar from across the pond? In our time, not even the most glamorous pop star would merit 
such an ovation. And yet this was a voice from the world of classical music, opera, to be specific. 

Her name was Jenny Lind, otherwise known as 
the Swedish Nightingale. For this great adventure, 
which was orchestrated by none other than P. T. 
Barnum, she would give two performances in 
Philadelphia, and her venue would be what was 
then the most celebrated stage in the city, the 
Musical Fund Hall at 808 Locust Street.  Here 
“the audience applauded like enchanted children,” 
apparently no less affected by “Lind mania” than 
the rest of the country.  

Jenny Lind was the biggest name to grace 
the stage of the Musical Fund Hall in the 
nineteenth century, but many other great singers 
of the day appeared here, including the genteel 
Henriette Sontag, from Germany, who, in 1852, 
charmed her Philadelphia audiences with her pure, 
sweet voice and gracious manner. That same year, 
a seven-year-old phenomenon, billed as “La petite 
Jenny Lind,” dazzled Philadelphia music lovers. 
The little songbird was Adelina Patti, a prodigy 
who would, unlike so many other wunderkinder, 
fulfill her youthful promise, going on to become 
the most acclaimed soprano of her generation, a 
true prima donna. She was a favorite of Verdi and 
Tchaikovsky, and sang privately for Abraham 
Lincoln and Queen Victoria. She was also, in all 

probability, the first artist appearing at the Musical Fund Hall who can be heard on recordings, as 
she was still performing well into the twentieth century. 

By the mid nineteenth century the piano had become the most glamorous of solo 
instruments, and the stage of the Musical Fund Hall was regularly occupied by many of the great 
practitioners of the day. The patrician Sigismond Thalberg was here in 1856, touring along with 
the Belgian violinist and composer Henri Vieuxtemps. Although Thalberg is known today almost 
exclusively to piano aficionados, he was immensely famous in his day, the greatest rival to Liszt, 
although as a performer and personality he could not have been more different than the 
flamboyant Hungarian. A young music lover who was present at the concert marveled at 
Thalberg’s poise. “Not a gesticulation, not a change of countenance, not a stolen glance toward 
the audience betrayed the slightest agitation, or indicated that his thoughts were occupied with 
aught else than his work.” 
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The foppish Parisian based pianist Henri Herz played here in 1846. Herz was also well 
received by European audiences, especially in informal salon settings, and was considered one of 
the most influential teachers of his day. Herz was fascinated by Philadelphia, and wrote 
extensively about the Quaker City, as he called it, in his memoirs. “I took many charming walks 
in the vicinity of Philadelphia,” he wrote, which he described as “clean, well built, and with 
streets both straight and sufficiently wide.” He was especially taken by one of the engineering 
marvels of the day, “the great pumps on the Schuylkill which supply fresh water to the 
inhabitants of the city of brotherly love.” 

At this time America still turned its ears 
to Europe for the treasures of the musical world, 
both in terms of performance and composition. 
But those sands were slowly starting to shift. 
Louis Morreau Gottschalk, a native of New 
Orleans, was the first American to be greeted in 
the European capitals as an artist and virtuoso of 
the highest order, rivaling even the mighty Liszt. 
In Paris, Chopin himself predicted greatness for 
the young Gottschalk, and Berlioz called him a 
poet of the piano. 

But by the time Gottschalk returned to 
America he had become an unabashed showman  
(despite having turned down a lucrative offer for 
a contract with P. T. Barnum), and his own 
prolific compositions, which were hugely 
popular, are mostly sensational and sentimental, 
and rarely heard today. He was fond of staging 
“monster concerts,” which often included at least 
ten pianos on the stage and scores of additional 
musicians.   

His appearance at the Musical Fund Hall 
in 1855 was a major event, and included what 
was then unknown music from Chopin. And yet 
the fact that he was an American was considered 
a “disadvantage,” and one local critic noted that “there is no doubt that in many ways he lowered 
his art to the level of clownish exhibition.” In an oddly phrased compliment, he continued that 
“his influence on the music of this country, measured merely in power, without regard to quality, 
was far greater than that of any other virtuosos.” 

Violinists were just as likely to succumb to wanton crowd pleasing, following the 
example of the spectacular exhibitionism of the most celebrated virtuoso of the first half of the 
nineteenth century, Niccolò Paganini, much as pianists aped the grandiloquence of Liszt. One 
such fiddler was Norway’s Ole Bull, a revered artist and mentor of Grieg, who performed five 
times at the Musical Fund Hall between 1843 and 1845. Almost all of the music he played was 
from his own pen, designed to show off his stunning technique, not to mention such “tricks” as 
cutting off all but one string and then continuing to play. And yet he was considered a true 
gentleman and highly generous; when he discovered that the Musical Fund Society provided 
assistance to indigent musicians, he refused any fee for his performances. 

2. Sheet music cover depicting Gottschalk, In Memoriam 
L.M.G. by Richard Hoffman. Courtesy of the Free Library of 
Philadelphia. 
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3. Cover of Souvenir d'Ole Bull by 
J.C. Viereck. Courtesy of the Free 
Library of Philadelphia. 

If Bull is known at all today outside of music history, it is 
because in 1852 he bought an 11,000-acre tract of land in rural 
Pennsylvania in order to create a colony, New Norway. Today, the 
remains of that community can be found on the grounds of le Bull 
State Park, in Potter County. 

With the completion of the Academy of Music in 1857, the 
center of gravity for musical Philadelphia moved west, to Broad and 
Locust. Within a few years, music was performed less and less at the 
Musical Fund Hall, with lectures, meetings and balls occupying the 
preponderance of the schedule. By the beginning of the twentieth 
century, the Society began to actively pursue plans to sell the 
structure. But for several generations, the Musical Fund Hall served 
as a great gateway for classical music in Philadelphia, and indeed, for 
the young nation itself.  
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

Congratulations to the Musical Fund Society 
on 200 years of supporting music in our city!

accessible, creative arts education for all

215-320-2601 
settlementmusic.org
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The Musical Fund Society at 200: A Perspective 
 

By Gary Galván 
 

On the evening of Friday, January 7, 1820, a small group of Philadelphia’s elite 
musicians and music enthusiasts braved the cold rainy weather to meet in a second floor room at 
James Elliott’s Shakespeare Hotel near Sixth and Chestnut Streets overlooking Independence 
Hall.1 The eminent University of Penn obstetrician Dr. William Potts De Wees and 10 friends 
who had been meeting at various subscription concerts and private musical soirees around the 
city for a number of years prior took this opportunity to set sights on forging a society focused 
around musical culture in Philadelphia. 

A young new attorney and a future U.S. District Court Judge, John Kintzing Kane, 
characterized his fellow attendees at that otherwise innocuous first meeting in his autobiography 
this way: 
 

Dr. [Robert] Patterson, Dr. DeWees, and myself gathered together the better sort 
from among the Musicians of Philadelphia, and organized the Musical Fund. Old 
Ben Carr, the kind and simple-hearted, - queer George Schetky, with his one eye and 
one wig, both fiery, - Charles Hupfeldt [sic], who was up to that time the Solo Violin 
of Philadelphia, for all except some Gramsetral variations that Gillingham used to 
play delightfully as often as he could get a concert of hearers, - Gilles, a violoncello, 
fresh from the Conservatoire, - Load [recte: Thomas Loud] and Ben Cross the elder, 
deputies of Carr, - these made the staple of the Society.2 
 

After the American Revolution, Europeans had begun to see the new nation as fertile 
ground for a musical revolution. George Gillingham (1768-1827), a celebrated violinist from 
London, along with English-born figures such as Alexander Reinagle (1756-1809) and Thomas 

Wignell (1753-1803) had been leaders in the rise 
of Philadelphia’s musical culture in the 1790s. 
Notably, Reinagle and Wignell inspired a group 
of investors to construct the New Theatre, the first 
Chestnut Street Theatre, which opened in 1794 
across from Congress Hall and operated with 
Gillingham leading their orchestra until the 
theater burned down in 1820. Other former 
subjects of the King included the versatile singer 
and keyboardist Benjamin Carr and Reinagle’s 
nephew, the “queer” cellist Schetky, who 
partnered as publishers in Philadelphia prior to 
1800 to actively promote chamber and orchestral 
music. 

                                                             
1 “Pennsylvania Weather Records, 1644-1835.” The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography 15, No. 1 
(1891): 109–21. http://www.jstor.org/stable/20083411. 
2 John K. Kane. Autobiography of the Honorable John K, Kane, 1795-1858: Judge of the District Court of the 
United States for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 1846-1848: Myself from 1795-1849. Philadelphia: [s.n.], 
1949. pp. 63-64. The portrait is of John K. Kane (1836) by Thomas Sully, Collection of the Colonial Dames of 
America. 
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These early efforts to acculturate Philadelphians to scholarly art music laid the foundation 
from which the German-born violinist Charles Frederic Hupfeld would launch evening 
gatherings in the mid-1810s with resultant annual concerts. Shifting players in his quartet 
included his brother John Hupfeld, Peter Gilles, Schetky, Dr. René La Roche (1795-1872), and 
John C. Hommann (?- 1842) and sons, John (1797-1832) and Charles (1803-1872). Those 
musical soirees were attended by the core of music lovers that would ultimately meet at Elliott’s 
Hotel that fateful winter evening in 1820 for a more enduring cause. Kane also lent perspective 
on this group in his autobiography: 
 

[W]e had our Quartette party, - three violins, all professional except Dr. La Roche, - a tenor or 
two, - and a couple of basses; . . . and we used to meet round at each others’ houses of a Saturday 
night, fifteen or eighteen of us, to hear Haydn, Mozart, Boccherini, sometimes to boggle over 
Beethoven, and then to eat crackers and cheese, and drink porter or homeopathic doses of sloppy 
hot punch. We were a delightful little club, the elite of the time, and the veritable germ of the 
Musical Fund. 

 
Table 1. The January 7, 1820 attendees of the Shakespeare Hotel meeting. 
 Benjamin Carr (1768-1831) 

William P. De Wees, M.D. (1768-1841)  
 Peter Stephen Du Ponceau  (1760-1844) 
 Peter Gilles (1776-1839) 
 Charles F. Hupfeld (1787-1864) 

John F. Hupfeld  
 John K. Kane (1795-1856) 
 Leonard Koecker, D.D.S. (1785-1850) 

Robert Patterson (1743-1824) 
 Charles Augustus Poulson (1789-1866) 
 George Schetky (1776-1831) 
 

With Kane acting as secretary, the first meeting established its purpose in creating a fund 
to support “decayed musicians” and their families. Two committees formed: Carr, the elder 
Hupfeld, Benjamin Cross, and U.S. Mint Director Dr. Robert M. Patterson drafted the by-laws; 
Schetky headed another committee to receive nominations for membership. At a second meeting 
on February 3, the committees offered their reports and the group unanimously adopted the by-
laws. An announcement followed in Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser soon after: 
 

The Members elect of the Musical Fund Society of Philadelphia, are notified, that an adjourned 
meeting for the purpose of electing Officers, will be held at Elliott’s Hotel, Chestnut street, on the 
29th inst. at 7 o’clock, PM. Gentlemen who are desirous of joining the Society, and who have not 
received notice of their election as Members, will please to communicate their names to G. 
SCHETKY, Secretary to the Committee of Election, No. 71 Locust street. 

 
On February 29, 1820 the group met again to elect officers and officially launch with 83 

members.3 The MFS seal memorializes that leap year birthday. Ostensibly, membership was not 

                                                             
3 Discrepancies exist regarding the founding Managers of the Fund and the Directors of the Music. Tables 2 and 3 
reflect the lists published on May 8 and 10, 1820 in the Democratic Press and Franklin Gazette, respectively, except 
Skerrett, who is absent in the former paper. Madeira omits some of the names in each list and includes others not 
listed here. 
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restricted solely to nomination and election but was open to a Masonic-like offer – “to be one, 
ask one.” Moreover, members brought into the fold in 1820 included at least 10 women, some 
the wives of members but others respected performers of music. The Society sent articles of 
incorporation to the Pennsylvania legislature in April 1820.4   
 
Table 2. MFS Founding Managers of the Fund 
 

James Nelson Barker William Hawkins Thomas P. Roberts James J. Skerrett 

William Y. Birch John Keating, Jr. Benjamin Say Richard S. Smith 

Benjamin Carr Charles A. Poulson George Schetky William Strickland 

 
Table 3. MFS Founding Directors of Music 
 

Henry P. Borrekens Joseph Fisher Charles F. Hupfeld Thomas H. Palmer 

Benjamin Carr Peter Gilles Thomas Loud George Schetky 

Benjamin Cross J. C. Hommann William McIlhenny Thomas Sully 

 
Early membership lists distinguished professional musicians from the devoted amateurs, 

a practice continued until 1938 with some distinctions appearing sporadically as late as the 
1960s. In September, 1820 Schetky advertised the first calls for a rehearsal to be held October 5, 
1820. A second rehearsal on November 16 that year launched regular practices on the first and 
third Thursday every month. By April 
16, 1821, those rehearsals focused 
exclusively on the Society’s first 
benefit concert scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 24, 1821 at the Grand Saloon of 
Washington Hall. Rehearsals were 
open to any interested members and 
were held at the Grand Saloon and the 
building of the First Bank of the 
United States as vacancy permitted. 
The charter of the bank had expired in 
1811, and in 1821 the First Bank 
building was commonly referred to as 
“the Hall of the Society.”  

The orchestra for the first benefit concert, held at Washington Hall, comprised flute, 
bassoon, and strings. With vocalists, the full complement of players amounted to some 100 
members, and they repeated the performance on May 8, 1821. William Fry’s National Gazette 
and Literary Registry noted the “respectable and numerous audience” and observed that “Great 

                                                             
4 The process became mired in simple bureaucracy and incorporation would not manifest in Harrisburg until 
December 16, 1823.  
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gratification was afforded on this occasion, as well as on the first, by the excellence of the 
musical compositions, and the merit of the performance.”5 
 
Table 4. First concert program 

Grand Sinfonia in E6  Bernhard Heinrich Romberg (1767-1841) 
The Butterfly  John Bernard Sale (1779-1856) 
Violoncello Concerto No. 2 in D Romberg 
Air and Variations  Gilles 
Donald, vocal air  Scottish air 
Tancredi, overture  Gioachino Rossini (1792-1868)  
Awake, Aeolian Lyre, glee and chorus John Danby (1757-1797), orchestral  

       accompaniment by Carr 
Violin Concerto7  Pierre Rode (1774-1830) 
Trifler, Forbear, a polonaise Henry Rowley Bishop (1787-1855) 
Grand Sinfonia in C  Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) 
Sequel to the Red Cross Knight8 Dr. Clarke, orchestral accompaniment by Carr 
Les deux aveugle de Tolède, overture Étienne-Nicolas Méhul (1763-1817) 
 

 
     Washington Hall in Philadelphia. Free Library of Philadelphia Print and Picture Collection. 

 
The Musical Fund Society held its second annual concert on March 19, 1822, again at the 

Grand Saloon of Washington Hall. Under the direction of Hupfeld, the concert would feature the 
talents of Mrs. Burke. Born Cornelia Thomas (1796-1848), she held the reputation as the most 
famous American singer until Mrs. French (Ana Maria Mestayer Thorne, 1813-1881) emerged 
on the scene. She was joined by a Mr. Philipps or Phillips, depending on the advertiser. While 
still not clear, it appears this might well have been one Henry Phillips (1801-1876), a burgeoning 

                                                             
5 National Gazette, Philadelphia, Mat 12, 1821, p.2. The publisher, William Fry, was father of the composer William 
Henry Fry (1812-1864). 
6 Possibly Capriccio dur des aire nationaux suédois for cello and piano, also Symphony in E-flat Major, op. 28. 
7 Rode wrote 13 violin concertos. 
8 The Red Cross Knight, a favorite glee, was written by lyricist Thomas Evans (1742-1784) and composer John Wall 
Callcott (1766-1821) and published in 1810. 
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member of the English Opera House chorus who had been a boy soprano, trained as a baritone, 
and later emerged as a bass in the Concert of Ancient Music.  
 
Table 5. Second annual concert program 

Sinfonia    Romberg 
“Gentle Airs” from the oratorio of Athalia  George Frideric Handel 
“I Love Thee”    Bishop, Burke and Phillips, duet 
Overture to Sophronista    Ferdinando Paer (1771-1839) 
Concerto for Violin    Ignaz Fränzl (1736-1811), Hupfeld, soloist 
Song     Mr. Phillips 
Variations on “Robin Adair” for violoncello   P. Gilles, composed for the MFS 
Overture to Démophon    Johann Christoph Vogel (1756-1788) 
“Soldiers’ Rest” from Polacca   John C. Clifton (1781-1841) 
Finale     full band 

 
Notable for their reliance on modern and recent repertoire from living composers, the 

first two concerts allowed the Society to distribute its first relief of $200 in June. A third concert 
of the Society took place at the new Chestnut Theatre near 5th Street, and annual events became 
a regular feature of the Musical Fund Society. 

Shortly after the first concert and encore performance, a fateful advertisement appeared 
on page four the National Gazette on March 1, 1823 and was repeated three days later: 

 
The property now occupied by Fifth Presbyterian Congregation - This Property is subject to a ground rent 
Four Hundred and Fifty Dollars, but the ground can be purchased off. 
      
    Joseph H. Dulles  
       No. 145 Market St. 
    Alexander Read 
       No. 304 Market St. 
    Joseph Montgomery 
       No. 101 North First St. 
 
The Fifth Presbyterian Church had formed in 1813 and in 1816 took on Rev. Thomas 

Harvey Skinner (1791-1871) as pastor. Ambiguities abound, as a sanctuary was reputedly 
dedicated on June 7, 1823 even while the property was actively advertised for sale. The short-
lived residence makes it unclear how much of a structure pre-existed the Musical Fund Society 
purchase. The centenary concert program reported it as “an edifice.” The MFS purchased the 
property for $7500 and allotted $13,000 for the structure with MFS member and noted architect 
William Strickland (1788-1854) taking on the mission of creating a proper hall. Strickland was 
already engaged with building the Second Bank of the United States and St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church near completion, and raising the Second Chestnut Street Theatre from the ashes of the 
first; his credentials were well established in the City.  

Strickland’s reformation of the structure covered the laying of a cornerstone on May 25, 
1824 and wrapped up on Christmas Eve in time for the first	concert	of	the	season	on	
December	29,	1824.	The	event	would	be	“graced	by	the	appearance	of	a	crowded	and	
brilliant	audience	of	about	500	gentlemen,	and	800	ladies,	including	a	great	portion	of	the	
‘fashion,	beauty,	and	taste	of	our	city.’”	

	
	



 26 

The	room	is	extremely	neat,	and	its	decoration	does	honour	to	the	taste	of	Mr.	Strickland,	an	architect	
of	whom	Philadelphia	may	be	justly	proud.	It	is	truly	simplex	munditiis.	It	is	106	feet	long,	60	feet	
wide,	and	26	high,	and	is	admiriably	calculated	for	the	conveyance	of	sounds,	which	are	heard	with	
nearly	equal	distinctness	in	every	part	of	its	wide	extent.	Gentlemen,	who	have	visited	most	parts	of	
Europe,	declare	they	have	never	been	in	a	room	superior	in	this	respect,	and	in	few	equal.9	
	

Table 6. December 1824 concert program	
	
Dettingen	Te	Deum		 	 	 Handel	
Far,	Far,	O’er	Hill	and	Dell		 	 Spanish	traditional	(arr.	Carr)	
	 	 	 	 -	Miss	Elizabeth	Jefferson	featured	
Softly	Rise,	O	Southern	Breeze		 	 William	Boyce	(1711-1779)		
	 	 	 	 -	Carr	featured	
“Tune	Your	Harps	to	Cheerful	Strains”	from	Esther		 Handel	-	Miss	H.	C.	Taws	featured	
“Descend,	Kind	Pity,	Heav’nly	Guest”	from	Theodora	 Handel	-	Miss	Hopkins	featured	
Hallelujah	Chorus		 	 	 Handel	

	
The	National	Gazette	review	also	noted	the	band	comprised	“about	eighty	

gentlemen	and	twenty	ladies,	amateurs.”	The	reviewer	called	out	“Miss	[Elizabeth]	
Jefferson,	daughter	of	our	comic	favourite,	Mr.	Jefferson,	a	young	lady	apparently	twelve	or	
thirteen	years	old,	who	displayed,	for	that	age,	a	very	uncommon	degree	of	taste	and	
feeling,	which	enchanted	the	auditors,	who	were	astonished	and	charmed	by	her	powers	of	
voice	and	extraordinary	self-possession	…	There	was	not	a	susceptible	heart	in	the	whole	
assemblage	which	did	not	thrill	with	delight,	at	the	performance	of	this	little	Syren.”10	

With the completion of Musical Fund Hall, the Society found itself in the enviable 
position of managing the premiere concert hall in the United States, letting out a space for 
refreshments at about $1200 per annum, renting the hall for a wide variety of non-musical 
events, and managing to make a profit up to $700 in the first year. The University of 

Pennsylvania would, for example, regularly rent 
the hall for annual commencements of its medical 
school. Other notable events held at Musical Fund 
Hall over the next 75 years included the Marquis 
de Lafayette’s celebratory reception in 1825, a 
lecture by author Charles Dickens in 1842, 
presentations by British satirist William 
Makepeace Thackery in 1853 and 1856, the 
Republican National Convention in 1856 that 
nominated John C. Frémont, and a poetry reading 
by Paul Laurence Dunbar in 1897.  

The success of the Hall facilitated 
installation of gas lighting in 1837 and expansion 
of the venue to accommodate 1500 in 1847. 
Highlights among concerts included the 
Philadelphia premiere of the stormy French-born 

Spanish operatic star María Felicia Malibran (1808-1836) in 1827, a recital by Norwegian 
composer and violin virtuoso Ole Bull in 1843, an appearance by Italian opera star Maria Anna 
                                                             
9  National Gazette and Literary Register, Philadelphia, January 1, 1825, p. 2. 
10 Ibid. 
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Marzia Alboni (1826-1894), an 1852 concert series from Adelina	Patti,	“La	Petite	Jenny	Lind,”	
and	a	two-week	Grand	Bazaar	in	November	1847	that	netted	some	$5000	for	the	Society. 

The musical highlight of this era might aptly be argued to be the Jenny Lind (1820-1887) 
concerts that opened on November 30, 1850 as part of a 150-concert national tour promoted by 
P. T. Barnum. Lind, “The Swedish Nightingale,” had just announced her retirement from the 
stage when Barnum lured her with an unprecedented $1000 per concert offering. Lind countered 
with the qualification that the entirety be paid in advance; Barnum met that demand and offered a 
share of the profits with nearly all expenses covered. Philadelphia minister, the Rev. Abel C. 
Thomas, lent Barnum the final $5000 to fund the project. Thus “Lindomania” was launched with 
Barnum brilliantly touting the forthcoming concerts so well that tickets went to auction - often 
only the day of the day before the show - with one attendee paying as much as $1000 for a ticket 
in Philadelphia. 

Lind opened her Philadelphia stint on October 17 at the Chestnut Street Theatre to less 
than stellar reviews. The critic for the North American and United States Gazette wrote, “In  
stating our first impressions of Jenny Lind’s voice, we confess that we anticipated the bearing of 
an organ remarkable in all senses - in quality and power especially. The reality was a 
disappointment for a time.”11  

It appears as if that first concert was intended to be given at Musical Fund Hall based on 
its national reputation as the best in the country but 
the Hall was considered too small to accommodate 
the crowd that wished to hear her premiere in the 
city. Moreover, Barnum is reputed to have offered 
to demolish the upper part of the building walls to 
add more seating but the MFS declined fearing a 
negative impact on the acoustics. Despite this, 
Lind performed the final two concerts of her first 
Philadelphia series at the Musical Fund Hall. Even 
at $7 per ticket the shows sold out.  

On November 30, 1850, Lind appeared in 
her 36th Grand Concert. At this stage “several 
gentlemen have proposed to guarantee a thousand 
subscribers for ten nights, at $50 per ticket - 
amounting in all to half a million dollars. It will 
not be accepted.”12 The associated program 
depicted Lind, Giovanni Belletti, conductor Julius 
Benedict, and promoter Barnum on the front 
cover. A morning concert at Barnum’s museum at 
Chestnut and 7th was scheduled with Lind’s last 
appearance to come on Wednesday, December 4. 
Additional dates would be added with Friday, 
December 6, 1850 advertised as “positively her 
LAST in Philadelphia … AT MUSICAL FUND 
HALL.” 

  
                                                             
11 “Jenny Lind’s First Concert in Philadelphia,” North American and United States Gazettte, October 18, 1850, p. 2. 
12 Philadelphia Inquirer, November 29 1850, p. 2. 
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Table 7. The 36th Grand Concert program from November 30, 1850 
 
Egmont overture13   Beethoven 
“He Shall Feed His Flock” from Messiah  Handel – Miss Pintard featured 
“Come unto Him” from Messiah  Handel – Mlle. Lind featured 
“Why Do the Nations” from Messiah  Handel – Signor Giovanni Belletti featured 
I Know That My Redeemer Liveth  Handel – Mlle. Lind 
D’ Crown Diamonds overture  Daniel Auber (1782-1871) 
“Miel rampolli,” Cenerentola  Rossini – Signor Belletti 
L’Adieu    Franz Schubert (1797-1827) – Miss Pintard 
Qui la voca (from I Puritani)  Bellini – Mlle. Lind 
Il tremolo (Fantasia on the violin)  Charles Auguste de Bériot (1802-1870)  

       – Mr. Joseph Burke, violin 
La Mere Grand (duet)   Giacomo Meyerbeer (1791-1864)  

       – Mlle. Lind & Miss Pintard 
“Sulla Poppa” Barcarola (La Prigione d’Edinburgo) Luigi Ricci (1805-1859) – Signor Belletti 
The Bird Song   Wilhelm Taubert (1811-1891) – Mlle. Lind 
The Mountaineer’s Song   Swedish melody – Mlle. Lind 

 
Having terminated her agreement with Barnum on friendly terms, Lind would return to 

Philadelphia on June 11 and 13, 1851 managing her own affairs. She eliminated the ticket 
auctions and established a uniform rate of $3 per ticket. Farewell tours would come on December 
16 and 19, 1851. 

 The opening of the Academy of Music in 1857 would shift the center of performances 
and diminish the role the Musical Fund Hall would play in the music community. It is not 
without consideration that the immediate neighborhood may have played some role, as well. The 
Guide to the Stranger or Pocket Companion for the Fancy; Containing a List of the Gay Houses 
and Ladies of Pleasure in the City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly Affection in Philadelphia 
published in 1849 documented over 50 houses of “ill-fame” in Philadelphia with 11 on 
Duponceau Street (formerly Blackberry Lane and now Darien Street) alongside Musical Fund 
Hall and the next block north including “a very private place, visited by none but gentlemen of 
rank, education, and good conduct.”  Theater managers recognized the role ladies played in 
attracting men to the local venues and accompanying them to concert and seemed to have tacitly 
tolerated if not supported that function. 

 Around fifty years before the Philadelphia Orchestra was officially founded in 1900, the 
Germania Musical Association Orchestra began touring the United States as the nation’s first 
professional orchestra. After facing financial difficulties in 1856, several of its members 
reorganized in Philadelphia, again using the name Germania Orchestra, and played weekly 
public rehearsals in Musical Fund Hall until 1868. From 1895 to 1897, the Musical Fund Society 
would again sponsor weekly performances of the Germania Orchestra at the Hall on Friday 
nights with William Stoll, Jr. conducting. The series operated at a financial loss of $400 in its 
first year and $1200 in the second season. The final concert marked the 128th at the Hall. Henry 
Gordon Thunder (1865-1958) would take up the baton for ten more concerts. It is this group of 
musicians that would evolve into the Philadelphia Orchestra under the direction of Fritz Scheel. 

Musical concerts tapered off with the steady decline of the neighborhood. In 1906 the 
Hall would serve as a roller skating rink and the following year became the site for regular 

                                                             
13 Sir Julius Benedict conducted an ensemble comprising a full orchestra 2.2.2.2 - 4.2.2.3.1 ophicleide, 3 perc. with a 
string count of 6.5.2.2.2. 
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basketball games. In 1918, an unnamed manufacturer offered the Society $120,000 for the Hall. 
Albeit directors believed this an undervaluation, they would assemble a committee in 1921 to 
discuss plans to sell the Hall as the Society entered its second century. 

During the first few decades of the 
1900s, music critic Richard Aldrich noted 
that, “The permanent orchestra season has, 
as usual, been financially a bad one all over 
the country.”14 Even as MFS concert 
activities dropped off, the Society continued 
to support the musical community. For 
example, in 1919 the Society joined with 
prominent figures such as Mary Louise 
Curtis Bok and First Lady Edith Wilson, 
along with hundreds of Philadelphians to 
and contribute to the Philadelphia 
Orchestra’s $1 million campaign to “Save 
the Orchestra.”  

With virtually no concerts and the 
steady decline of the surrounding 
neighborhood, Musical Fund Hall sold to the 
Philadelphia Workmen’s Circle Lyceum 
Foundation on June 17, 1924 for $125,000. 
MFS held the mortgage but would reacquire 
the building in 1934 when the buyers defaulted on the loan. Between 1937 and 1942, the Society 
rented out the building as a gymnasium before selling it to a cigar manufacturer in 1946 as a 
giant humidor. The Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority took over the Hall in 1964, and 
unoccupied, it fell into disrepair with severe leaks and a collapsing roof. After 1981, a developer 
saved the Hall from destruction by converting the building to condominiums with luxury lofts 
selling for over $850,000 in 2016. As a result, Musical Fund Hall lost its designation as a 
landmark, but it remains on the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Musical Fund Society would again re-enter the stage by partnering with 
organizations throughout the city to present regular concert series from the 1940s through the 
1970s. For example, three Sunday afternoon concerts graced the Franklin Institute Auditorium in 
1945 featuring the Curtis String Quartet and the Philcon Ensemble. Subsequent concerts would 
be held in the Barclay Hotel Ballroom and the Academy of Music foyer before relocating to the 
Free Library of Philadelphia with regular recitals filling seasons between 1948 and 1955. 
Concerts continued into the 1970s with rotations through facilities. 

Since the 1990s, the Society has partnered with the Philadelphia Chamber Music Society 
to sponsor concerts with MFS members enjoying complimentary tickets for a small processing 
fee and a salubrious array of stellar acts. The PCMS regularly features MFS Career 
Advancement Award winners as part of their annual series. 

As the Musical Fund Society embarks upon its third century, it is with a gleaming legacy 
and strategic plan to champion diversity, equity, and inclusion in the Philadelphia musical 
community that it continues “investing in the musical life and legacy of Philadelphia.” 
 
                                                             
14 Richard Aldrich, “‘Permanent Orchestra’ Season A Bad One,” New York Times, May 3, 1903, p. 21. 
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MUSICAL FUND SOCIETY 

PREVIOUS OFFICERS AND HONOREES 
 

 

Honorary Presidents 

Francis R. Packard, M.D.  1948-1950 
Spencer P. Hazard 1956-1958 
E. Brooks Keffer, D.D.S. 1961-1967 

 
Past Presidents 

 
William P. Dewees, M.D.  1820-1838 
Robert M. Patterson, M.D.  1838-1853 
Robley Dunglison, M.D.  1853-1854 
John K. Kane  1854-1856 
Robley Dunglison, M.D. 1856-1869 
Franklin Peale  1869-1870 
Richard J. Dunglison, M.D.  1870-1901  
Charles Peasley Turner, M.D. 1901-1910 
Edward G. McCollin  1910-1923 
Murray Gibson  1923-1926 
Gilbert Reynold Combs 1927-1934 
Miers Busch  1934-1943 
Francis R. Packard, M.D.  1943-1947 
Edward Brooks Keffer, D.D.S. 1947-1961  
A. Carson Simpson, Esq.  1961-1964 
Adolph Vogel  1964-1967 

John Y. Mace, Esq.  1967-1970 
Edwin S. Henry, Jr., Esq. 1970-1973 
E. Brooks Keffer, Jr., Esq. 1973-1976 
Stanley Myers  1976-1977 
Daniel M. Layman 1977-1983 
Raymond S. Green 1983-1986 
Clifford C.R. Hood 1986-1989 
Thomas Lane Anderson, Esq. 1989-1990 
Robert Capanna 1990-1994 
Richard C. Brodhead  1994-1996 
Robert Fitzpatrick 1996-1999 
William B. McLaughlin 1999-2003 
Kile Smith  2003-2006 
John French  2006-2010 
Mark Huxsoll  2010-2013 
Peter Burwasser 2013-2018 

 
Past Vice-Presidents 

 
Robert M. Patterson, M.D.  1820-1829  
John K. Kane   1829-1834  
William H. Keating, M.D.  1834-1836  
Robert M. Patterson, M.D.  1836-1838 
John K. Kane   1838-1850 
Robley Dunglison, M.D.  1850-1853 
Elhanah W. Keyser 1853 -1854 
Pierce Butler   1854-1855 
Robley Dunglison, M.D.  1855-1856 
Elhanah W. Keyser  1856-1860 
Thomas Sully   1860-1873 
Frederick A. Klemm  1873-1876 
Charles F. Stolte  1876-1881 
William L. Mactier  1881-1887 
Charles P. Turner, M.D.  1887 -1901 
Edward G. McCollin  1901-1910 

Murray Gibson   1910-1923 
Gilbert Reynolds Combs  1923-1927 
Edward I. Keffer, D.D.S.  1927 -1933 
Miers Busch   1933-1934 
Francis R. Packard, M.D.  1934-1943 
Edward Brooks Keffer, D.D.S. 1943-1947 
A. Carson Simpson, Esq.  1947-1961 
Adolph Vogel   1961-1964 
John Y. Mace, Esq.  1964-1967 
Edwin S. Henry, Jr., Esq. 1967-1970 
E. Brooks Keffer, Jr., Esq. 1970-1973 
H. Royer Smith, Jr. 1973-1975 
Stanley Myers  1975-1976 
Lachlan Pitcairn 1976-1980 
Arthur Claffy  1980-1982 
Raymond S. Green 1982-1983 
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Clifford C. R. Hood 1983-1986 
Thomas Lane Anderson, Esq. 1986-1989 
Robert Capanna  1989-1990 
Anthony P. Checchia  1990-1993 
George M. Brodhead, Esq. 1993-1994 
Robert Fitzpatrick  1994-1996 
Lachlan Pitcairn 1996-1998 
Willian B. McLaughlin 1998-1999 
Jeffrey Cornelius 1999-2001 
Robert Capanna 2001-2002 

Kile Smith  2002-2003 
John French  2003-2007 
Linda Reichert  2007-2008 
Mark Huxsoll  2008-2010 
Peter Burwasser 2010-2013 
Melinda Whiting  2013-2015 
Janelle McCoy  2015-2016 
Jacob Smith  2016-2017 
Linda Reichert  2017-2018 
Paul Bryan  2018-2020

 
Past Secretaries 

 
John K. Kane  1820-1821 
William Mcllhenny 1821-1822 
Joseph W. Houston 1822-1827 
George Campbell 1827-1856 
Louis Cephas Madeira 1856-1858 
William L. Dunglison 1858-1872 
James V. Patterson, M.D. 1872-1892 
Robert P. Robins, M.D. 1892-1901 
Charles Perry Fisher 1901-1928 
Spencer P. Hazard 1928-1956 
Willem Ezerman, D.D.S.  1956-1965 
Arthur Claffy  1966-1972 
Stanley Myers  1972-1974 

Charles F. Ludwig, Esq. 1974-1984 
John A. Eichman, III, Esq. 1984-1988 
Robert Capanna  1988-1989 
Philip Maneval  1989-1993 
Robert Fitzpatrick 1993-1994 
Phyllis Susen  1994-1995 
Nancy W. Hess  1995-1997 
Rebecca J. Good 1997-2000 
Kile Smith  2000-2002 
Mary-Jean B. Hayden 2002-2005 
Diana Burgwyn  2005-2008 
Peter J. Schoenbach, Ph.D. 2013-2015 
Melinda Whiting  2015-2019 

 
 

Assistant Secretaries (1946-1956/1961-1975) 
 

Paul M. Goelzer  1946-1951 
James P. Hopkinson 1951-1953 
Willem Ezerman, D.D.S. 1953-1956 
vacant  1956-1961 
Arthur Claffy  1961-1966 

Willem Ezerman, D.D.S. 1966-1969 
Stanley Myers  1969-1972 
H. Roger Smith  1972-1973 
Daniel M. Layman 1973-1975

 
Past Treasurers 

 
Daniel Lammot  1820 
Francis Gurney Smith 1820-1864 
William L. Mactier 1864-1880 
Theodore Starr  1880- 1884 
John T. Jones  1884-1892 
George C. Harrison 1892-1897 
George P. Kimball 1897-1920 
Edward A. Hollis 1920-1927 
James Crosby Brown 1927-1929 
Albert P. Brubaker, M.D. 1929-1941 

Robert Meade Smith, Jr. 1941-1953 
H. Royer Smith  1953-1955 
David W. Measuroll 1955-1966 
John Ronald Ott, Mus.D. 1966-1977 
William E. Vauclain 1977-1986 
Horace W. Schwarz 1987-1989 
Edith A. Reinhardt 1989-2011 
Janelle McCoy  2011-2014 
Jacob Smith  2015-2016 
Ellen Rosen  2016-2020 
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Assistant Treasurer (1952-1973/1976-1988) 

 
H. Royer Smith  1952-1953 
Spencer P. Hazard 1953-1957 
Wm. C. Ferguson, Jr., Esq. 1957-1963 
John Y. Mace, Esq. 1963-1966 
H. Royer Smith  1966-1972 

Morton Smith  1972-1973 
vacant  1973-1976 
Arthur Claffy  1976-1977 
Norman G. Wedermeyer 1977-1988

 
Counselors-at-Law 

William C. Ferguson, Jr., Esq. 1947-1963 
W. Howard Dilks, Jr., Esq. 1963-1966 
Charles F. Ludwig, Esq. 1966-1974 
George M. Brodhead, Esq. 1974-1991 
J. Pennington Straus, Esq. 1991-1997 
David M. Flynn, Esq. 1997-2000 
Bruce Rosenfield, Esq. 2000-2008 
   
  
 

A. Carson Simpson, Esq. 1947-1961 
John Y. Mace, Esq. 1961-1966 
Edwin S. Henry, Jr., Esq. 1966-1967 
E. Brooks Keffer 1967-1970 
John Y. Mace, Esq.  1970-1981 
John A. Eichman, III 1981-1984 
Thomas Lane Anderson, Esq. 1984-1986 
Alonzo R. Horsey, III, Esq. 1986-1994 
Thomas M. Hyndman, Jr., Esq. 1994-2002 

 
Physicians to the Society 

 
Burton Chance, M.D. 1947-1959 
F. William Sunderman, M.D. 1961-2003 
Harris R. Clearfield, M.D. 2003-2017 
E. Brooks Keffer, M.D. 1967-1970 
 

John Hancock Arnett, M.D. 1947-1974 
Francis G. Harrison, Jr., M.D. 1974-1981 
Frank P. Brooks, M.D. 1981-1991 
Robert F. Marvin, M.D. 1991-2020

Archivists 
 

Bruce Montgomery 1962-1965 
Theodore A. Seder 1965-1967 
E. Brooks Keffer, Jr., Esq. 1967-1969 
Willem Ezerman, D.D.S. 1969-1970 

Rev. James C. Dorsey, Ph.B. 1970-1987 
Frederick James Kent 1987-1992 
Marjorie Hassen  1992-2005 
Richard Griscom 2005-2020 

 
Administrative Assistants/Administrator15 

 
Rebecca J. Good 1994-1997 
Kimberly Yocum 1997-1999 
Bridget DiFebbo  1999-2000 
Rebecca J. Good 2000-2006 
Stuart S. Serio  2006-2018 

                                                             
15 Position transitioned to Administrator in 2021. 
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MFS Foundation Inc. (chartered 1982) 

Peter Burwasser, President 
Robert Blacksberg, Esq., Vice-President 

Gary Galván, Ph.D., Secretary 
Nancy Drye, Treasurer 

 
Founders 

 
Daniel M. Layman 

Arthur Claffy 
Charles Ludwig 

William Vauclain 
Stanley Myers 

 
Presidents 

Daniel M. Layman  1985-1986 
Charles F. Ludwig 1986-1992 
Clifford C. R. Hood 1992-1994 
Robert Capanna  1994-1999 
Robert Fitzpatrick 1999-2003 

William B. McLaughlin 2003-2006 
Kile Smith  2006-2010 
John French  2010-2013 
Mark Huxsoll  2013-2018 

 
Vice-Presidents 

 
Clifford Hood  1989-1992 
Robert Capanna  1992-1994 
Richard C. Brodhead 1994-1996 
Robert Fitzpatrick 1996-1999 
William B. McLaughlin 1999-2003 
Kile Smith  2003-2006 

John French  2006-2010 
Mark Huxsoll  2010-2013 
Melinda Whiting  2013-2014 
Janelle McCoy  2015-2016 
Linda Reichert  2017-2018 
Paul Bryan  2018-2021 

 
Secretary 

 
John A. Eichman, III 1987-1988 
Robert Capanna  1988-1989 
Philip A. Maneval 1989-1993 
Robert Fitzpatrick 1993-1994 
Phyllis Susen  1994-1995 
Nancy W. Hess  1995-1997 

Rebecca J. Good 1997-2000 
Kile Smith  2000-2002 
Mary Jean Hayden 2002-2005 
Diana Burgwyn  2005-2010 
Peter J. Schoenbach, Ph.D. 2010-2015 
Melinda Whiting  2015-2019 

 
Treasurer 

 
Edith A. Reinhardt 1989-2011 
Janelle McCoy  2011-2015 

Jacob Smith  2015-2016 
Ellen Rosen  2016-2020 
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Honorary Members 
(In Memoriam) 

 
Cornelia F. Thomas Burke 1826 
[Giovanni] Cardini 1826 
Lydia Kelly  1826 
Ole Bull  1844 
Jenny Lind  1851 
Henrietta Sontag 1853 
Charles F. Hupfeld  1857 
George Shetky   1857 
Thaddeus Rich, Mus.D.  1928 
Gustav Hinrichs  1939 
John Tasker Howard  1947 
H. Alexander Matthews, Mus.D. 

1955 
Albert Schweitzer, M.D.  1961 
John H. Arnett, M.D.  1982 (Life) 
Boyd T. Barnard 1982 (Life) 
Edna Phillips   1990 
Sol Schoenbach 1990 
Raymond S. Green  1991 

Margaret “Gretel” Ormandy  1991 
Daniel M. Layman  1992 
David L. Stone   1993 
F. William Sunderman, M.D.  1993 
Louis G. Wersen 1993 
Mason Jones  1996 
Wolfgang Sawallisch 1997 
Orlando T. Cole 1999 
George Rochberg 1999 
Eleanor Sokoloff 1999 
Daniel Webster  2001 
Helen L. Laird  2004 
George Crumb  2005 
Luis Biava  2006 
Otto-Werner Mueller 2008 
Shirley Curtiss  2010 
Harvey Wedeen 2011 
Helen Kwalwasser 2011 
Robert Capanna 2013 

 
Honorary Members/Lifetime Achievement Awards 

 
Riccardo Muti  1980 
Stanley Myers   1994 
Norman Carol  1996 
Gary Graffman  2000 
Anthony P. Checchia 2002 
Peter Benoliel, Ph.D. 2003 
Edith A. Reinhardt 2004 
Natalie Zhu  2006 
Christofer Macatsoris 2007 
Alan Harler  2009 
Sidney Curtiss  2010 

Charles Dutoit  2012 
Jennifer Higdon 2014 
James D. Freeman 2015 
Henry & Yumi Scott 2016 
Richard Wernick 2017 
Richard Woodhams 2018 
Leon Bates  2019 
No nominee  2020 
David Devan  2021 
Vera Wilson  2022 

 

Honorary Degrees Conferred 
 

Howard Hanson  1962
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Roster of Members 1820-2022 
Current members in bold* 

 
Abadie, Matthew  1821  
Abbey, Charles O.  1867  
Abbott, Robert, M.D.  1820  
Abend, Leslie  2004 
Abercrombie, Rev. James 1829 
*Abramovic, Charles 1991 
Abrams, Irving, D.D.S. 1990 
Abroms, Eugene 2014 
Adams, Courtney S., Mus.D. 1982 
Adams, John Stokes  1940  
Adams, Martha   1831  
Adams, R. W.   1836  
Adams, Thomas  1824  
Adamson, John   1824  
Adkins, Paul S.  1989 
Adler, Francis Heed, M.D.  1949  
Aichele, K. Porter 1989 
Aiken, Joseph   1825 
*Akerberg, James 2009  
Albrecht, Otto E., Ph.D.  1962 
*Alderson, Nan  2015 
Alexander, Charles  1824  
Alexander, Fay K., M.D.  1961  
Alexander, Richard 1975 
Alexander, Samuel  1825  
Alexander, W. Leonard  1945  
Alexander, W. Wallace  1921  
Aliferis, Shirley Pethes 1993 
*Allen, George E. 2015 
Allen, Heath  2008 
Allen, J. B. A.   1843  
Allen, James   1824  
Allen, John   1822  
Allen, Roger  2007 
Allen, Solomon   1825 
*Allen, Virginia  2005 
Allen, William   1821  
Allen, William   1824  
Allison, Charles B., F.A.G.O.  1970 
*Altena, James  2015 
Alter, Lawrence S. 1981 
Amico, Ross  2010 
Andaya, Mitos  2013 
Anderson   1820  
*Anderson, Christine Lynn 1990 

*Anderson, Eric E. 1987 
Anderson, James H.  1825 
Anderson, Mark  2010 
Anderson, Thomas Lane, Esq. 1983 
Anderson, William  1821  
Andrade, Joseph  1836  
Andrade, Joseph  1847  
Andre, William   1826  
Andrews, Henry W.  1844  
Andrews, John   1825  
Andrews, R.   1836  
Andrews, Robert  1826  
Angier, William Rotch  1863  
Anners, R. M.   1827  
Annon, Walter T., M.D.  1962 
Antonowich, Dr. Alexander 1974 
*Anwar, Rebecca 2021 
Aquilina, Peter  1988 
Aranoff, Max  1974 
*Arauco, Ingrid  2020 
Ardley, Alexander  1843  
Arignone, Antonio 1848  
Armistead, Mary Elizabeth 1997 
Armsby, Elinor  2000 
Arnett, Edward McCollin, M.D.  1952  
Arnett, John H., M.D.  1933  
Ash, Joshua P.   1848 
*Ashbaker, Susan 2009 
Ashmead, J.   1825  
Ashton, John   1826  
Asson, Thomas S.  1847  
Astley, Thomas   1820  
Atherton, Humphrey  1824 
Atkinson, William B., M.D.  1878  
Atwood, John H.  1847  
Audenried, John T.  1883 
Aykroyd, James  1821 
Ayres, R. M. R.   1835 
 
Babcock, C.   1833 
Bache, Franklin, M.D.  1821 
Bacon, Allyn  1820 
Bacon, George  1820 
Bacon, Josiah   1838 
Badaraque, T.   1826 
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Badaraque, Thomas Jr.  1828 
Bailey, Barbara E. 1986 
Baird, Donald G.  1947 
Baker, Henry S.  1829 
Baker, Isaac   1856 
Baker, James   1847 
Baker, William J. 1820 
Baldwin, Matthias W.  1847 
Baldwin, S.   1833 
Ballard, Jane C.  1984  
Ballard, Mary Anne 1982 
*Baltzell, Martha 1989 
Bancker, Charles G.  1843 
Baney, David  2003 
Barbash, Phyllis B. 2001 
Barclay, B. C.    1835 
Barclay, C. B.   1836 
Barclay, John   1825 
Barg, Myron E.  1986 
Barger, Shirley  1997 
Barger, Sidney R. 1991 
Barker, James Nelson  1820 
Barnard, Boyd T.  1938 
Barnes, John, M.D. 1820 
*Barone, Marcantonio 2005 
*Baroody, Margaret 2013 
Barrabino, E.   1823 
Barrett, Loretta K. 1989 
Barrington, Charles  1847 
Barron, Alexis  1991 
Barron, Martha B. 1991 
Barrow, Commodore  1825 
Barry, Edward   1824 
Barry, Joseph   1821 
Barry, Joseph B.  1821 
Bartlett, Kyle  2013 
Barton, E. P.   1825 
Barton, F.   1847 
Barton, John Rhea, M.D.  1826 
Bastert, George  1857 
Bates, Jeffrey P. 2001 
*Battles, Dynasty 2021 
Bauer, Doug  1993 
Baugh, William S. 1979 
Bawden, Clarence K.  1938 
Bayard, Charles P.  1835 
Bazeley, Charles W.  1828 
Beach, Bruce C., Mus.D.  1960 

Beale, Matthew L.  1835 
Beamon, Kim  2002 
Bean, Calvert, Jr. 1972 
*Bean, Nancy  1997 
Beck, Charles  1846 
Beck, Dr. Charles F.  1838 
Beck, Charles   1831 
Beck, H.P.   1854 
Beck, Harvey   1825 
Beck, Henry  1846 
Beck, James M.   1848 
Beck, John  1825 
Beck, Levi   1825 
Beck, W.   1826  
Beck, William  1847  
Beck, William C. 1820  
Beckett, Henry   1820  
Beckman, Frederick  1959  
Bedell, Rev. G. T.  1823 
Behrend, Jeanne 1982 
Bekker, Bruce  2007 
Belcastro, Richard 2010 
Bell (M.D.)   1823  
Bell, James   1824  
Bell, John, M.D.  1832  
Benoliel, Peter A., Ph.D. 1971 
Benners, Henry B.  1848  
Benners, Jaqies  1824  
Benson, Alexander  1821  
*Benson, Estelle 1997 
Benson, Gustavus  1826  
Berardi, Elissa  2007 
*Bergelson, Jeffrey 2005 
Bernadou, J. B.  1838  
Berner, Marcia  2006 
Berone, Joseph  1983 
Bernhardt, Lewis F.  1820  
Besson, Louis A.  1820  
Bethel, Robert    1833  
Bethune, Rev. G. W. 1836  
Beyer, G. F.   1831  
Beylard, Joseph  1822 
Biava, Luis  1997 
Biddle, C. C.   1847  
Biddle, Col. Charles  1863  
Biddle, Col. Clement C. 1820  
Biddle, Clement C.  1843  
Biddle, James   1824  
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Biddle, Nicholas  1823  
Biddle, W. F.   1856  
Biddle, William   1821  
Biddle, William F.  1894  
*Bildersee, Ellen F. 1998 
Bille, Thomas   1854  
Billington, George 1820  
Billington, Nelson  1963  
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